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Presentation Notes
We’re first going to look very squarely at some of the prevailing myths about immigrants and immigration to arm you with the facts. Everything we’re going to discuss is rooted in recent data and research from the nation's most credible organizations so that you can help change the conversation on immigration to something fact-based, productive and beneficial to all Americans.
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Questions for You
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Source: Pew Research Center, “A Divided 
and Pessimistic Electorate,” 2016

Views on Immigration
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Some of that you are saying is reflected in this poll. A majority of Americans think immigrants are having a detrimental effect on the U.S. economy, crime, and social and moral values. What is most interesting about this poll from Pew is how crime ranks equally with the economy when it comes to the perceived negative impact of immigrants. It is unfortunate that so much of the public dialogue and political rhetoric centers on the erroneous idea that iommigration is a disadvantage to America, that it’s our weak point, that it is a root of our shortcomings, that it does not help America in its continued quest for greatness. The data you will now see with show how immigrants, diversity of its people, has and will continue to be America’s advantage.



The Immigrant Learning Center

•1992: The ILC is started 
to provide free English 
classes for foreign-born
adults – 10,000 to date.

•2003: The ILC Public Education Institute 
is established to counter anti-immigrant sentiments. 
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Presentation Notes
Whether new or old, part of our shared Americanism is our linkages to other parts of the world. That idea was the cornerstone of the founding of The Immigrant Learning Center… Founded in 1992, it began providing free English classes to any adult immigrant or refugee who walked through the door giving them the skills they needed to become successful parents, community members and workers. We’ve served about 9,000 to date. After 9/11, however, our students were afraid to come to class, even to leave their homes, because people would yell hateful things at them, such as “Immigrants are terrorists” and “Go back to where you came from.” It was then we realized that Americans, too, needed to learn about the positive contributions of immigrants, so The ILC Public Education Institute was launched. 



The ILC Public Education Institute

•First to push the other side of the story: 
Immigrants as assets, not deficits/in need

•Commissioned research to develop credible, 
alternative narrative

•13 studies to document immigrant contributions
•Webinars, public appearances, conf. presentations, 

fact sheets inform policy, media, public, field
•2012: Institute for Immigration Research at 

George Mason University
www.ilctr.org



The ILC Immigrant 
Entrepreneur Awards Dinner

www.ilctr.org



www.ilctr.org

The ILC Immigrant 
Entrepreneur Awards Dinner



Terminology

• Immigrants: Anyone in the U.S. born in 
another country

• “Immigrants” and “foreign-born” used 
interchangeably 
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Immigrants: 16%

U.S.-born: 84%

Immigrants’ Role in Economy

Source: Fiscal Policy Institute analysis of American Community Survey (ACS) 2015. Share of 
GDP is gauged by share of total wage and salary earnings plus proprietor’s income.
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How Can Immigrant Share of GDP

be that BIG?
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Immigrant share of

1. Immigrants Are of Working Age

Source: Fiscal Policy Institute analysis of 
American Community Survey (ACS) 2015.

www.ilctr.org



Immigrants 
make up 16.7% 
of the labor force, 
more than share 
of population 
(2015).

More than 70% of 
immigrants are 
between 
25 and 54 
compared to 50% 
of natives.

Sources: Migration Policy Institute, Age-Sex Pyramids of U.S. Immigrant and Native-Born Populations, 1970-Present, 
2015; America’s Advantage: A Handbook on Immigration and Economic Growth, 2015; Bureau of Labor Statistics, 

“Labor Force Characteristics of Foreign-born Workers Summary,” 2016.
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Presentation Notes
It’s the main reason immigrants come here, to create better lives for themselves and their children. So they come with the intention to work hard. Most immigrants come to the U.S. in their prime working age. Note the belly in the working-age category in this chart. Immigrants make up an outsized share of the labor force, 16.7%, compared to their share of population, 13%. The fact is immigrants were responsible for more than half the growth of the labor force in the past decade and, yes, we need this. This large cohort of immigrants in the working-age category can help replenish the workforce as Baby Boomers retire and offset the growing “dependency ratio” of supporting the non-working population. Remember that, as the diagram shows, most immigrants come to the U.S. at their prime working age – they intend to work. So immigrants are paying heavily into safety nets like Social Security. By 2030, nearly one in five U.S. workers will be immigrants. 



Immigrants are 
driving overall 
workforce growth in 
the U.S.

Without immigrants, 
there would be 18 
million fewer 
working-age adults 
in 2035 because of 
the dearth of U.S.-
born children with 
U.S.-born parents.

Sources: Migration Policy Institute, Age-Sex Pyramids of U.S. Immigrant and Native-Born Populations, 1970-Present, 
2015; America’s Advantage: A Handbook on Immigration and Economic Growth, 2015; Bureau of Labor Statistics, 

“Labor Force Characteristics of Foreign-born Workers Summary,” 2016.

Immigrants Are of Working Age
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The fact is immigrants were responsible for more than half the growth of the labor force in the past decade and, yes, we need this. This large cohort of immigrants in the working-age category can help replenish the workforce as Baby Boomers retire and offset the growing “dependency ratio” of supporting the non-working population. Remember that, as the diagram shows, most immigrants come to the U.S. at their prime working age – they intend to work. So immigrants are paying heavily into safety nets like Social Security. By 2030, nearly one in five U.S. workers will be immigrants. 



2. Immigrants Work Across Spectrum



Source: The Immigrant Learning Center, Inc. and the Institute for Immigration Research at George Mason University, 
Immigrants in Health Care: Keeping Americans Healthy Through Care and Innovation, 2016; Renew Our Economy: 

America’s Aging Crisis: How Immigration Reform Can Strengthen the U.S. Health Care System, 2015

Immigrants Across Healthcare

Immigrants are 13.5% of the U.S. population but:

28%
physicians/surgeons

22%
nursing, psychiatric

and home health aides

15%
nurses

40%
medical scientists in 
manufacturing R&D

50+%
biotechnology 

workers
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One area where we really see the impact of immigrants in the labor force is health care. We have all had the experience of a foreign-born doctor, surgeon, nurse or pharmacist. In under 10 years, American will face a projected shortage of nearly 100,000 doctors. By 2020, more than 1.3 million additional direct-care workers will be needed: home health aides, nursing assistants. In the end the data finds that immigrants are nearly twice as likely as the U.S.-born to work as physicians and surgeons, and as home health aides.



• Number of seniors will double by 2050
• Ratio of seniors to workers will soar by <70% by 2040
• Immigrants are subsidizing Medicare’s core trust fund
• More workers needed, especially in healthcare

Sources: New American Economy, “Staying Covered: How Immigrants Have Prolonged the Solvency of One of Medicare’s Key Trust Funds and Subsidized 
Care for U.S. Seniors,” 2014; New American Economy, “America’s Aging Crisis: How Immigration Reform can Strengthen the U.S. Workforce,” 2015

Immigrants Support Social Systems

www.ilctr.org

Presenter
Presentation Notes
In fact, Immigrants are subsidizing Medicare’s core trust fund. From 1996 to 2011, immigrants contributed $182.4 billion more to Medicare’s Hospital Insurance Trust Fund than was expended on their benefits. And this is something America needs. As it is, the status quo is unsustainable. 10,000 Baby Boomers are going on Social Security and Medicare every day between now and 2030. Today's youth are paying taxes to support a level of benefits for today's seniors that they have no realistic chance of receiving when they become old.  Immigrants are paying heavily into safety nets like Social Security where they may never actually reap the benefits. So working-age immigrants are needed to help replenish the workforce and to offset the growing “dependency ratio” of supporting the non-working population.Look at this: in 1950 there were 16 workers for every person in retirement. In 2015: there were three. What does this mean? America needs mroe workers to pay into these crucial systems, especially for the most vulnerable, like seniors. 



18%: Share of labor force (nationally 16.7%)

70.7% of foreign-born are of working age 
compared to 50.8% U.S.-born

Immigrants overrepresented at 
both the high and low ends of the 
occupational distribution.

Source: Renew Our Economy, The Contributions of New 
Americans in Massachusetts, 2016.

Immigrants in MA
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17.9% of the labor force is made up of immigrants, which is larger than the national immigrant average and larger than their share of the Massachusetts population. They are supporting important industries including manufacturing, technology and healthcare. 



Occupations with largest share of foreign-born workers:
1. Maids and Housekeeping, cleaners: 65%
2. Medical and life scientists: 59%
3. Chefs and head cooks: 44%
4. Physical scientists: 42%
5. Taxi drivers and chauffeurs: 37%
6. Painters, construction and maintenance: 35%
7. Software developers: 35%
8. Nursing, psychiatric and home health aides: 35%

Immigrants in MA

Source: Renew Our Economy, The Contributions of New 
Americans to Massachusetts, 2016.
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Occupation categories with largest share of foreign-
born workers:
1. Building and Grounds Cleaning and Maintenance: 39.8%
2. Life, Physical and Social Sciences: 33.4%
3. Healthcare Support: 30.3%
4. Production: 30.0%
5. Computer and Mathematical Sciences: 27.9%

Immigrants in MA

Source: American Immigration Council, Immigrants in 
Massachusetts, 2017.
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13%
17% 19%

30%

Population Labor Force Business 
Owners

Main Street 
Business 
Owners

Immigrant share of

3. Immigrants Are Entrepreneurial

Source: FPI analysis of 2015 ACS. Analysis is updated from data in David Dyssegaard Kallick, Bringing 
Vitality to Main Street, Fiscal Policy Institute and Americas Society/Council of the Americas, 2015.
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Source: The Immigrant Learning Center, Inc. Public Education Institute, 2016

Immigrants Create Jobs
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The strong desire to create a better life, the act of migrating is, itself, entrepreneurial. Immigrants own 18% of small businesses, a disproportionate figure compared to their 13% share of population. They are twice as likely to own a business, three times as likely in areas like Michigan. And what are the job creators in this country: small businesses. Over the last 15 years, even during the recession, immigrants increased the rate by which they started businesses by more than 50 percent, while the native-born have seen their business generation rate decline by 10 percent. This has been a trend throughout U.S. history. Some of America’s most iconic brands were founded by immigrants. I mean, what would our lives be like without Budweiser, Levi’s, Kraft, AT&T,  TJMaxx, Kohl’s, Big Lots, Google, Yahoo, eBay… the list goes on. 



20%
of 
entrepreneurs 
are 
immigrants $2.1B 

in business 
income (2015)

134,477
people have 
jobs because 
of these 
businesses

Immigrant Entrepreneurship in MA
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In 2014, almost 19.5% of business owners in Massachusetts were immigrants, update from the map there, despite making up 15% of the population. From 2006 to 2010, immigrant-owned businesses generated almost $2.8B in annual income for the state.



Main Streets
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Source: David Dyssegaard Kallick, Bringing Vitality to Main Streets: How Immigrant Small Businesses Help 

Local Economies Grow, Fiscal Policy Institute and the Americas Society/Council of the Americas.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Immigrants are a little more likely to own businesses than their U.S.-born counterparts, but they are a lot more likely to own Main Street businesses  immigrants play an outsize role in Main Street businesses—grocery stores, restaurants, clothing stores, and other enterprises that are key to neighborhood growth and vitality. Nationwide, immigrants make up 28 percent of Main Street business owners, a level well beyond their share of the labor force or overall business ownership, which stand at 16 and 18 percent, respectively 



• One-quarter of engineering and tech companies started 
in the U.S. had at least one immigrant founder (2006-12)

• These companies generated $63b in sales, 
employed 560,000 workers (2012)

Source: Kauffman Foundation Entrepreneurship Policy Digest, 
2015.

Engineering and Tech
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17.9% of the labor force is made up of immigrants, which is larger than the national immigrant average and larger than their share of the Massachusetts population. They are supporting important industries including manufacturing, technology and healthcare. 



• 26% of biotech companies have at least one immigrant 
founder

• These companies produced more than $7.6m in sales, 
employed more than 4,000 workers (2006)

• Immigrant biotech entrepreneurs hail from 23 countries

• 28% came from native-English-speaking countries

Source: Immigrant Entrepreneurs in the Massachusetts Biotechnology 
Industry, The Immigrant Learning Center, Inc. (2008)

Biotech in New England

www.ilctr.org

Presenter
Presentation Notes
17.9% of the labor force is made up of immigrants, which is larger than the national immigrant average and larger than their share of the Massachusetts population. They are supporting important industries including manufacturing, technology and healthcare. 
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The strong desire to create a better life, the act of migrating is, itself, entrepreneurial. Immigrants own 18% of small businesses, a disproportionate figure compared to their 13% share of population. They are twice as likely to own a business, three times as likely in areas like Michigan. And what are the job creators in this country: small businesses. Over the last 15 years, even during the recession, immigrants increased the rate by which they started businesses by more than 50 percent, while the native-born have seen their business generation rate decline by 10 percent. This has been a trend throughout U.S. history. Some of America’s most iconic brands were founded by immigrants. I mean, what would our lives be like without Budweiser, Levi’s, Kraft, AT&T,  TJMaxx, Kohl’s, Big Lots, Google, Yahoo, eBay… the list goes on. 



Immigration Data on Demand (free!)

Institute for Immigration Research at GMU: 
iir.gmu.edu/idod



Thank You

Learn how to change the immigration conversation at 
www.ilctr.org/promoting-immigrants

For all your immigration research and data, 
bookmark www.immigrationresearch-info.org

Request your free, customizable fact sheets from 
http://iir.gmu.edu/

Denzil Mohammed
dmohammed@ilctr.org
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